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FO? THE INFORMATION OF MEMBERS 


Announcements of Productions of the 


ARTS THEATRE 


appear regularly in the Daily Telegraph, 
Evening Standard, Evening News, Star, 
Sunday Times and Observer 
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DOROTHY LAMOUR . 
PRINCE OF WALES (Wh 8681) 


E ve 2s 6 and 83 ‘ 8 40 t at 2.30 
JIMMY EDWARDS, jJOY NICHOLS. DICK 
BENTLEY, vv, 


TAKE IT FROM HERE 











SADLER’S WELLS 


Reosebers Asemuc - - Londen, EC# 


Evenings at 7? pm Matinee Saturday 2.30 p.m 


OPERA and BALLET SEASON 
1949.50 
HUGH ‘THe OROVER 








H. M. TENNENT Ltd 
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YVONNE ARNAUD CHARLES VICTOR 


TRAVELLE R’S JOY 
RALPH RICHARDSON 


HOME AT SEVEN 
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ATHENE SEYLER 


TENNENT PRODUCTIONS LTD 


VIVIEN LEIGH 


A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE 


t BONAR COLLEANO 


SYBIL THORNDIKE LEWIS CASSON 
MARIE LOHR ALAN WEBB IRENE BROWNE 


TREASURE HU NT 


A edy vy M 1 Fare ar ; Per: » 


MARGARET RUTHERFORD 


Cecil Audrey David 
TROUNCER FILDES HORNE 


PAUL SCOFIELD 


RING ROUND THE MOON 


Trarstated by 


HAY™MARKET 


GODFREY TEARLE WENDY HILLER 


THE HEIRESS 


hy Ruth and Aug 
Ys HAMMERSM'TH 
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SHAKESPEARE 
Vemorial Theatre 
STRAETEORD.TPON-4EON 


1950 FESTIVAL 


PHE NINETY FIRST SEASON 
of Plays by 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 


MARCH to SEPTEMBER 


The Shakespeare Memorial 
Theatre Company 


with 


Nan Sang 
Lirvact 


JOHN GIELGUD PEGGY ASHCROFT 
GWEN FFRANGCON-DAVIES 
LEON QUARTERMAINE ANTHONY QUAYLE 
HARRY ANDREWS ANDREW CRUICKSHANK 


MEASURE FOR MEASURE 
KING HENRY Vill 
JULIUS CAESAR 
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 
KING LEAR 
Evenings 7.30 Matinees Weds and Sats. 2 30 
Ail seats bookable 2 6 to 10 6 through principal 


Agents or write Box Office Manager 
Shakespeare Memorial Theatre 








THEATRE 
DIGEST No. 7 


The Actor's Attitude Towards His Crit.cs 
Anthons Ouasie 


Engiish Ballet Crowing Up Ninette de Vaieis 

Audience In The Theatre Atiardyce Nrcull 

Actors Are Hyper-Sensit.ive Virginia Graham 

Theatre's Response To A Challenge 
t 


VUartnm Browne 


The End Of The Little Theatres 
Dame Sebel Tharndike 


Elizabethan Theatre 1 € Kemp 


The Last Of The Actor Managers 
Mesheth Pearson 


Housefull Lee Simonven 
Pertection On A Disc John Mason Brown 
I'd Send The Abbe: On Tour Seamus Bo Kelis 
All's Well Harcourt Wdiiams 
A Theory Of The Stage 4rthur Semon. 


Price now reduced to Is. 3d 
di newsagents roby adevect wbveripnen 
nd rf P 


aed tse’ pert treed from the 


Dublishers 


Vawser & Wiles (London) Ltd 


356-8 KILBURN HICH ROAD. NW 6 


STANLEY FRENCH 
tFor Firth Shephard Ltd presenis 
JOAN GREENWOOD 
NAUNTON WAYNE io 


YOUNG WIVES’ TALE 


A Comedy by Ronald leans 

The most continuously enchanting comedy |! have 
seen for years ‘Sunday Graph 

Evgs.. 730 Mats, Weds & Sats 2.30 


at the SAVOY THEATRE 
JIMMY HANLEY ROSALYN BOULTER 1» 
QUEEN ELIZABETH SLEPT HERE 
A farcical comedy directed by Richa d Bird 
Positive gales of laughter’ ’-—O 
Great fun’ D Eap Another winner of 
Evgs 730 Sats $0880 Mats Thu 2.30 
at the STRAND THEATRE 
jack Buchanan and Sraniey French present 
JACK BUCHANAN :> 
CASTLE IN THE AIR 
A new comedy by Alan Meiviile 
Irene Manning & CORAL BROWNE 
Brilliante sparkies throughout S. Chron 
Evgs . 730 Mats, Tues & Sats 2 30 
at the ADELPHI THEATRE 
Stanley French presents 
ALASTAIR SIM in 
MR. GILLIE 
A new play by JAMES BRIDIE 
Megs Jenkins Gordon McLeod 
Bridie at bis Best '— News Chronicie 
Mon to Fr: 730. Sars $0 & BO Mats. Weds 2 30 
at the GARRICK THEATRE 


ON TOUR PRIOR TO LONDON PRODUCTION 
Stanley French presents 
CYRIL CUSACK 


Patricia Ronald 
WAYNE HOWARD 


POMMY 


A New Comedy by W P. Lipscomb and john Watser 


LONDON’'S LAUGHTER HITS! 








e malin x ® . Tem 
VAUDEVILLE Strand 4,7; 


Evening 7 30 Mats. Tues & Fri 2.30 


CRY LIBERTY 


by ESTHER McCRACKEN 
JOYCE BARBOUR, EDWIN STYLES 
Directed by Richard Bird 








WESTMINSTER THEATRE | Vic 0283) 
7.15 Thu Sat 2.30 Final Performances May 6 of 


FLORA ROBSON in 
**BLACK CHIFFON” 
Commencing Wed i7th May at 7.30 


* BACKGROUND” 


by Warren Chetham - Strode 








VALERIE WHITE ANDRE MORELL 
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/ Dining Out 


MAX FACTOR LEONI'S 


QUO VADIS RESTAURANT 
HOLLYWOOD 


EVELYN LAYE 
il DEAN ST... LONDON WI 
! h 4 4809 


STRATFORD 
COURT 


4 “ Mtl vit wl 


Modern and fully licensed. Open to non-residents 
! 


Luncheon from 12-30 p.m. Dinner 7 p.m 
Theatre Suppers 9 to 11 p.m 


NO HOUSE CHARGE 


LONDON W 1 





STAFFORD HOTEL. St James s P 
I. and intamat “ 


Tire ate Saupoers Tc 








MORE AND MORE PEOPLE 
visiting Town for the theatres stay at 


Ws CMR RTE HTH 
, Ma aclor ttephone:FRObater 492 


HOLLYWOOD 


Quiet 
COMFORTABLE 
CONVENIENT 
» minute Tube 


B & B 14 6—no surcharge 


reduction for double rooms 











Mad FACTO HOLT YD Waredis sates 


Have you joined the Theatre Book 
OLD BOND STREET LONDON ® Club? See details on page four. 
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LONDON SCHOOL OF DRAMATIC ART 


M. Gertrude Pickersgili, BA. LRAM 


DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE 


Portiand Hall, Litele Titchfie'd Street, Wt! 
Thursday May 18th at 6.30 p.m. 
TICKETS (‘all bockabie: Si-g 36, 26 fron 


LSOA, 14 Gientworth Street. London, NW! 


Phone WEL 9197 








MUSICAL PLAYS FOR AMATEURS 
PIMM’S No.1 HIT THE DECK —‘ THE LILAC DOMINO 


PRINCESS CHARMING MR. CINDERS 

Mav oxets us mame from Lan the KATINKA THE GIRL FRIEND 
IRENE 

and many other popular successes 


1d “van ' Aiso ‘Juste William’ the popuiar success 
world getoon top ef him If vou ever feel Published at 43 post free 


most beautiful of seven sisters illed the 


Ploades Her father was Atlas whe let the 


. a Prmm's No. ] It will For complete lists, opply to 
qutchly put tea en tep of the world MACDONALD and YOUNG 
’ EMANWYE HOUSE, BERNARD STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 
THE MOST HEAVENLY DRINK ON EARTH Telephone: TERMINUS 6217 











My warmest congratulations on the excelicnt quality of the first selection, both in its matter and 
manner of production,” wiotcs PETER LING f Aviestord. Rent Miny similar tributes ha heen 1 


THEATRE BOOK CLUB 


Members buy books published at FROM 25s. to 12s. 6d. tor ONLY 7s. each 
‘Plus 6d. for postage and packing.) 


Mere are the , eur. se Trent afm alternate month wing tron MARC HH 
1 Do What t like by “A Darinetor “The Other Theatre.” 
Present Indicative y fs Cov { * Sybil Thorndike,” 
Old Vice Drama y & \ ’ Theatre World Annual 
COLHIER THERES TO FOLLOW 
Saving im one year is £3 ) It costs nothing to join There is no membership tee 


Pith IN THUS bBORM NOW 


ft> THE SECRETARY THEATRE BoooRK CLUB 


1 enclose remittance for £2 2s. tor one year's subsenption 6 books 
t enclose remittance tor £1 2s. tor six months subscription 3 books 
I enclose remittance tor 75. 6d. tor my first book 
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Subscription 
per year 
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Edited by Frances Stephens 


May 1950 


IGHEIGHE of April was, of course, the 
Royal Vasit on the 20th to Stratford 
upon-Avon, where the Aing. the Queen and 
Princess Margaret saw a) performance of 
Henry V1, on the occasion of their first 
visit to) Shakespeare's birthplace 
Another brilliant event of the month was 
the first might at Covent Garden of Balan 
chine’s) most outstanding work. Baller 
Imperial, which has called) torth unusual 
acclamation from all sides 
The Bath Festival will take place from 7th 
May until the 20th, and /f This Be Error, a 
new play by Rachel Grieve, will be presented 
by Tennent Productions Etd.. with Mary 
Ellis as the star) On 3rd May TP. S. Eliot's 
Tike Cocktail Party opens at the New with a 
distinguished cast headed by Rex Harrison 
Margaret bermhton, lan Hunter and Alisen 
Pegaatt Meantime, the Old Vie Theatre 
Company. whose season ended at the New 
on 27th April, are touring the provinces fer 
four wecks before their visit to Zurtch from 
wth May to 4th June, which will be 
followed by ther production of Hariler at 
Fisinere trom 6th to P4th June. after whieh 
fy to Holland for the Festival 
there. their tour ending on dst July 
At the Westminster on P7th Mas. Viaderie 
White. Andre Morell and Liliy Rann will be 
Bucheround, Warren) Chetharmn 
es new play. and ino mid-May. at 
; breda 
Johns will star an 
Sands, new to 
London nother new ballet comes into the 


rs Wells 


they will 


seen in 
vet stated, Jackson 

ees 
Dead Ck 
author 


rVVi 
l eshic Vout 
ballet 
Mas 
Roland 


season at the Opera 
This ws Ballabile 


eit. nd the first 


Over the Footlights 
meght will be a Grala Performanee in aid of 
the Sadler's Wells Ballet Benevolen 

. . > 

We should record onee 

honal performance which has 
tor 2S years af) the 
peare’s birthday in) the 
Gscorge Inn, Southwark Phas year on 22nd 
and 29th April, the Morley College Actors 
presented = Tre History of Ds 
Faustus, by Shakespeare's fellow dramatist 
Christopher Marlowe 

* 7 . 


bund 


seas) u 


courtyard of the 


’ 


Tragical 


Another annual event that earns the great 
est suppert are the productions of plavs 
trom Derothy Savers Tle Man Born tor be 
Ainyg, at St Presbyterian) Church 
Rensington dp this, the fifth year in which 
scenes from. the plays have been presented 
in this church. Tuie Aine Comes te His Own 
will be performed on 2nd. 4th and Sth Mas 
with a ilmost entiely 

* 


John’s 


cast 
» 


professional 
° 
The newls-tormed 
will be launched on 


Russian Arts 
kth May at the Hun 
wirid Restuurant, where a brilliant Night 
Old Russia will be stuyged ¢similar to 
Still-remembered “Night in Old Vienna 
which) Mass bhi thethe Corathiel organised 
it Grrosvenet House oan 192%) Miss 
Ca ithiel (author ot the detugehttul bes 
Obecranmunersarw and is Passion 
published at fu 6 
event, and in mid-September there is to be a 
season oof Russtan drama at the bor 
Theatre presented by the fameus 
Group from the Moscow Arts 
Theatre. who esc iped from Russia after the 
Revolution 


Society 


Play past 


meth as oreanining this 


sthort 


tune 


Prague 


PS 





PERIOO 


MODERN 
JEWELLERY 
FOR HIRE 


ADD PERFECTION OF DETAIL TO YOUR PRODUCTION 


and | a CONSULT THE THEATRICAL JEWELLERS 


Robert White <> Sons 


| 57/59 Neal Street, Shaftesbury Avenue W.C.2 


} Telephone : Temple Bar 8237 


ARMOUR 
FOR HIRE 


' ° e . 
| SPANGLING 
and 


EMBROIDERY 














New Sheos sf the (Jott 


Home at Seven 


Me. Cillie 
Craven Hous« 
Court Of No Appeas! 


The Lady Purrs 
Latin Quarter 1950 
Murderers Child 


The Provoked Wit« 
Octective Story 
East Lynne | —-—' 


Fireweed 


“Mr. Gillie” 
AMES 


from his mere 


Bridie fas departed somewhat 
brand of wit to 
simipie story of 
an unknown Scot 

wih 


Sui domi 
RIVE GS ot GCeornnpyal atively 
the life md futures of 
tish ovalhave | schon 
affet his 
among the 
courts! 


Ninaster howesvel 
adjudged 


' ' 
cei/estial 


demise 
nes by the 


untimely 


wiecul 


there owoone ilainy oon this” likeable 
dominie tor wserble and incurabls 
Alastair Sim. se 
hus rung the changes 
shill. and we are in full 

sympathy efforts to unstei an his 
pupils the right sense of values Unhappily 
his charves huve a way of not making rood 
but no one could blame Mer CGallte for that 
Mik vs Jenkins Proves 


an actress of fat 


iil he wou 
Nuthority 


vill sthhs 


allergic to 
expert atts 
with commendable 


with hits 


herself 
imstcht as Mirs 
lovable wife oof th 


mnmee akan 
Grille. the 
¢ schoolmaster. and 
Janet Brown are particu 


H 
lerl ae oka baile ' SR 
QP SOTEN GD ihe first actas the 


Creorge le and 


son mound the doctors daughter 
but them tater transtermation imnto 
yearling hadv wos 
rapid for Conviction 
Chordon Mebeod as) the 
dog a imal Ri mnatd 


ina wver-cierant 


hard drinking 
Adam as the manister 
who haus te be the bearer of much bad news 
from the local wool wuthority, have always 
the realisty ouch Hi G Stoker and 
Doughis Maur is the celestial judge 
and advocute Sines: production ts 


faultless LJ 


: ee 
“ Craven House 
ii perftermance of Diana Hamilton's 
comeds adapted from Patrick Hamil 
ton’s novel, provided the pleasure of 4 


te old trends 


ters ate 


visit 
These boarding house charac 


mong the few things left unchanged 


dern age They have a mmild tem 


and 


odd fish ina transparent pool, 
bei 


porary fascination for patient 


onmservel 


ment. . .erahle 
ovement, fF ic discanve anvic 


las taken off @ Craven House 

find Miss Jeon Cadell 

sith ill tla h wt P Cis ind . maid 
Miss ( 


choicest 


MemAY LO 
hecuuse dell can pra 
ind most seemingly 
ef ecvtmuous boarding house 
is also Pleasant to watch Muss 
myer perform feats of antique 
nod and look and hint. Moss Pat 
sending a Steam-roller over the squeals 
eit M iss 
nocent, but Miss Page gets the best 
r awful mother 
passages with Mr Richard Longman, nobly 
undertuken by both but stl an unsuccessful 
imitation of a similar couple in Quiet Week- 
end Miss Helena Pickard has te look the 
hnttle frump and Mr. Lionel Newbold her 
male counterpart with a seeret hfe It is 
IYEs. which now seems sufficient excuse for 
any plas They are all amusing ina mild 
wat. but. although mutton is flung about, it 
all amounts to nothing 


filsa Page affords amusement 


and has sentimental 


HoeM 


. oo = 

* Court of No Appeal 
HIS drama by John Pontifex seemed to 
have been written with serious purpose 

how uncomfortable it 


ua quitted oft 


oO She 


yvecon 


iS to have 
murder or to live with 
anyone who has been acquitted of murder 
Actually, few people who have stumbled 
into unfortunate noternety return to the 
scene of then former dite and this play proves 


thes: wisdam 


' 
} 


Phe first act Was promising, especially 
scene two un which the pelee arrive, but a 
long interval dumped down the excitement 
The second act represented a much lates 
chapter. with arrest. tral and acquittal all in 
the past. Te add to this disappointment. i 
Was discursive Prosy ind repetitive, and 
againoa tome interval did ats deadly work 
Phe third act just fell away 

Heading «a company remarkable for 
and naturalness, Ewen Solon. as a 
murder, carried the 
authors message faithfully to the end. but, 
when he t 


sineerity 
doctor suspected wt 

hen had to close to the proceed- 
with the trite remark that “Dife was 


most excusably he lost interest 


mes 


odd 


\ frugal and fragide rectangular set with 


th showing proved au 


(Ne PONS drag awn the 


mavcinulion 


Hoas™M 








* Detective Story 





“ The Lady Purrs™ 


HIS new plas. by bed Willis, shows what 
a dot of fun we lose every time we 
hind] 


follow Buchd and withdraw our 

ention trom oa proven absurdity. Suppose, 
says Miro Withis, that the shock of a thunder 
storm transform a domestic cat 
Ndd the powel 


any 


could inte 
iM speech and 
more demands on you 
and are 
Williss wit) and 
Rendall has produced so 


lost and the com- 


human form 

| wont Make 
We make these two concessions 
rewarded = hy Mir 
myvention Henry 


that none of the humour ts 


tv \ 


iy could not He bettered 
Tranquil, and slinky. Fleanor 
Summerticld Juyuriates in feline philosephs 


Aes Ls.) 
SUT, Sieek 
} 


ind animal repose. rousing from time to time 
to Make a shatteringls apt remark 
stones belong to Aldermen and as the 
nahh 


bombinates. only to shrink 


Cuts in 
Aide 


inthis story Charles Heslop swells and 
ind squirm every 
time he suddenly realises the new pitfalls that 
the sudden change in the natural order has 

t 


setin his path As his plain speaking, plain 
looking Mother, Gwen Nelson represented 
half the women in half the buses in’ the 
South of England plus the power of 
production. Christopher 
vViear, ran a Sad sweet smile which changed 
as he appeared to bite on a rotten tooth. The 
character of the domestic in the Salvation 
Army might have been taken from Thre Corn 
is Green, but Dandy Nichols made it appear 
quite fresh) The job of showing Transport 
House modelling itself on the Foreign Office 
was performed neatly by Neil Crawford 
Viola Lvell added to the fun as a Vicar-stalk 
ing spinster, and the difficult task of saving a 
hittle dignity for the Alderman’s wife 
achieved by Gwynne Whitby 

This is a show one would wish a Jong run 
and regular cJvival HaM 


Vatiee 


' ' 
teele, us the focal 


Was 


* Latin Quarter 1950” 


N the whole this new version of the 
O London Casino's luxury musical ts more 
of a feast for the eye than the ear. Visually 
one is stunned by so much opulence. so 
much glitter, but the hearty laugh is rarely 
heard, and the witty line is rarer stl. Vie 
Oliver struggles manfully with a poor script 
and brings his musical genius to bear on 
an interlude which most) glaringly takes 
Tchatkhowsky’s name in sain. Still fresh in 
the memory, however. is the item from Les 








Compagnons de la 
troupe of 


Chanson, the 
male singers 


Preneh 
Who are certainly 
with them delightful part 
wondertul rte ude ive I hye 
based on a flashback to 1920 has 
its amusing moments and Sylvie St Clay 
the little French singer, has a 
like C est st 


benisonm to the car 
SOnRS ind 


sequcnee 


Wad with hes 
and 


7 SOLS 


d Attles 
“ Murderer’s Child ~ 
DWART Ruthertord’s new Play isa tense 


study of a womans 
~ development oft her whose 
ather was hanged for killing two women in 
fushion When We 
Penelope Ellis, itis P93 and she has qust 
returned from oa trip abroad 
part from her husband 
child As the result of 
ment formed during her holiday, she tinds 
that her dearest wish ois to be realised and 
she returns to her house on the Berkshire 
Downs full of hepe and enthusiasm. Then 
she picks up uh esening pauper and recognises 
the photograph of the man 
police 

The action of the play really begins when 
Mrs. Ellis’s son, Stephen. is eighteen) With 
more of dutv and dread than affection, she 
has watched over him with tireless care and 
result, the frustrated and 
bewildered = that ashes between 
them are frequent. While Stephen is at home 
for part of his summer Mrs. Ellis 
to send her 
They repond with Palauan. a rather 
mysterious young woman, blonde. bland and 
Provocative Stephen was by 
Antonine but Eatin 


bon 


1 
FS 


miNVichy concerning 


Oniy 


{ Savy 
t 

revolting first see 
She as diving 
ind st e lones for a 


rtemporary attach 


held by the 


aS a hoy Is se 


Nerves ci 


Vacation, 
beseeches a 


some help 


domestic agency 


iv way of being 


overcame that and an 





* El Destino” 





y the 


y oGGhe 


world of wagetshness to redeem him u 
eves of an audience On these lines. Russell 
Waiters ive a good account of him His 
drunken Hoguy on the subject of ¢ 
stant’s challenge, which cun go creditably in 
humorous speeches headed by 
on honour. dost nothing in the 
delivery Wit and epigram one expects and 
takes ranted from all We Characters 
seems as if in those days a man had 
this turn he did not write at . Phe play 
under notice Should be regarded rather as 
the pastime of an architect than the main 
work of a writer. In Max Adriain’s produc 


thon, only Adele Dison, an adorable Pads 


Brute. and Miles Eason, a handsome Heart 


free “ive the Stvlisution that) the 





rather rowdy requires. Phey ate wel 
seconded by Noch Dyson's control of the 
erated atfectations of Pady Fancitul 
moment when she and her maid 
man) flutter across the stage shrilly 
lusion, upplausibly contrived and 
id. en Y unsatisfactory, fe Lady 
ite tied to Sir John but with 
| Constant 
ne pla 
ot hicl 
brict 
tttiree 


Ving 
t ftiNical 
Hids.M 
* The Provoked Wite ~ 
- WCstt Haunt cons: 
Live Pr im 
hnowledgs 


Own 


veseent 


Suu id 


Mi 
k Ueidoscopic 
August evening 


fterina 








yust st 
the slippery slope to crime and pr: 
thrust-- none teo gently into the 
Room prer to appearing inp Court 
ind interlaced among mt all is the story of the 
last hours of Detective Mebeod. In a was 
hisas the most unconvincing character of all 
yo this hard man with his antierime com 
pics iS) patently a pathological cause Who 
wouldn't have held tis job for tive minutes 
Doughiss Montgomery to his credit) brings 
conviction to the role, which he plays with 
full out. In his pur 
bogus dector who had made a 
fortune from abortions, Mebeod uncovers 
his own much loved wife's unhappy past 
and because of his unbending nature ther 
happiness is shattered for ever. Helen) Back 
hn portrays the wife with rare sensitivity 
and many others ino the lenge cast) give 
memorable performances I S 
“ East Lynne 
* XPERIENCE shown that = 19th 
century melodrama fills the Bedtord 
Theatre, whilst new plavs do not. In con 
sequence a heady and hearty season has 
opened with Mrs. Henry Wood's never-to 
be-torgotten Last Lynne. Thisas of the same 
vintage as Lady Audlev's Secret, but it has 
to ke uncorked with rather more care. With 
two death-beds to present. the range ot 
appropriate period ballads is limited How 
ever. we fisten with Mr. Carlyle as first Lady 
Isabel oand.: vears later, Barbara’ Hare 
desoted|y sing to him” When Other Lips.” 
with striking dramatic effect. since the curs 
that are attached to the other lips in question 
ate also listening m= each case. One had a 
suspicion that some who came to scott 
remaimed to pray. Fast Dvnne os funny onks 
incidentally. The story ts no ftunnier than 
Orhello, and Rosemary Scott's: performance 
as Lady Isabel was calculated to draw on the 
hidden wells of compassion in most people 
Miter all. to civiltsed people death is never 
funny. Certainly an actress as battle Willie 
ludicrous. but a real child would be 
unbcurable even if the Law would allew one 
to appeal With this heavy handicap hiis 
ene rs movin and the play it prompts in 
the imauination rs much more so. People 
whe do not ihe to be bidden to think 
death concentrate upon the spectacle of 


tull-vrown vouny woman dressed as a Poy ot 


SOmic pust hope others 


who ure 


Squad 


Very emotional stop 


suit of a 


has 


ee 
eR S 


Upon 





tow 
is oosuec ure the fothowin 
(13th Apr 
Lindsey cllth Aprils. 
Bedtord April: Ivar f 
Aprils: Cry Liberty Naudeville 
and Sanee Piguante, Cambridge (27 
Crittaisms of The HMoliv and the dys 
ne. Hammersmith, and The Mian 
/ fre t orthere dla Duchess Ae aise 


held over 


y MIONG, plays produced 
A eview an th 
Thee Crentle Peay 
Orange Orchard New 


4 Embassy 


(17th 


unavoidably 





seven and extract what amusement they can 
Later. when we saw Miss Jill Mason beaming 
from behind a bolster in mid ai and holding 
aogreen harp, we were past) amusement, 

Stupent 
Its particularly gratifving to a student of 
Enelish drama to fe able to witness a play of 
this kind and date in aw fairly stramhtforward 
production on oa high acting level Milton 
Bill Shine, Bruno Barnabe and Pat 


mere} 
merely 


Rosmet 
Neve all brought out the full flavour of these 
old style types very cleverly The drama 
was produced under the direction of Mr 
Gaordon Crier. 
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ICHOLAS BELA'’S: plas 
i been written moral purpose. It 
puts before our wild children of 
disturbed Europe so that we painfully realise 
the next to hopeless labour of those whose 
MIssion itis. te tame them. These children 
are realists ino a simple. hard. rock-bottom 
world. We dare not leave them so. Accord 
ing to Mr. Bela. however. attempts to. ft 
them into Western European conventional 
life are regarded bs them as all wild things 
regard atiempts to cage them 
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u put in a 
mental howe 


Ihe Duke of Bris 
tols estate as being 
sold up, but the 
furmily conclave can 
find ne solution to 
the crisis apart from 
Gerard. one of the 
Duke's brothers. 
whe has acquired 
the adjoining farm 
and ois willing to 
give bis reluctant 
fumnly jobs 


(ote Ra: David 
Stoll as Ernest. an- 
wther brother to the 
Duke. and Peter 
MacDonell as the 
Duke of Bristol 


Rawson us the Bishop ot W eston 

ind Ceerly Byrne as Anne. his wife. who 

Ihe arrival ¢ t femur ) th her oO Lord Crayne’s sistes They have 

futher . he discussions about 
' 


stranded nea 4 ke The C ne any fortunes 








Soon after her arrival 
Mary as taken all with a 
temperature and a local 
doctor is culled in Al- 
reudy Mary is attracted 
by Gerard and during 
her ulness which follows, 
and which delays all 
prospects of the Eiemins 
return to America tor 
four weeks. itis Gerard 
whom she insists on 
having “in attendance 
(Rivhn Arthur Hewlett 
is Dr. Shaw and Robert 
Adair as Robert Flemin, 
Mary's father. whe ts a 
washing machine manu- 
faucturer in) the = States 





George: Our guest tosing again’ Rebert: A bitte Bot f won yesterday ore sh i 


The unscrupulous Charles has found a way of relieving his guest of some dollars. much t 


the Duke of Bristol's 
Mr. Elemin’s stay 


ad heen here to sce at 
disgust A game of cards has become a regular pastime during 
John, the family toper teentres is another brother of the Duke 
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Marv. recovered trom. her 
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Nnomaking an all 
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with 
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the mist 
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woman | 


Gerard is no match for 
Mary; who has taken the 


precaution of hiding the 


key of their room in the 


cottage, and as the might 
wears on he falls a 
victim to her seductive 


charm. 


Back at the Duke's home 
the next morning Gerard 
has aureed to Marry 
Mary and the tamily 
Ratwuraity ts vv 

delighted However, 
Gerard insists that Mary 
should join him on the 
farm, but her logical 
mind will not counten 
ance the folly of living 


in discomfort when she 


*f 


her 


has oa fortune at | 
back Another deadlock 


ensues 








Mary What 


A COMIPFOMISE Is Te ished 


authority and demonstrated 


The closing moments of the play. 
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‘The Way Things Go" 
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CREATIVE ARTISTS IN THE THEATRE 





by ELISABETHE H. C. CORATHIEL 


i. Oliver Messel 


— THING) very) exciting and remark > oof tite 
able is happening in the English theatr bated “high 

at the present time Deep-rooted prejudices hese bold vent 
against propositions which used to be the publs 
regarded as completely uncommercial 

being speculativels revised Cautious 

manavements which at one time would not 

have touched poctic drama with th 
proverbial barge-pole are now launching 
mnovations that make considerable demands 
on the imagination and are finding ne 
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; : word alom 
Poetic drama is “an the mone 


5 cont 1 aT 
Outstanding successes in the West End for contrary, TM 


i baer ettine 
the last vear or so have included plavs of a the setting 
class which could bs no means he described mind oof the 


, ctr 
as“ popular mn the previousi 


i accepted establishes the 
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often remains as a lasing memory of delight 
when the actual words are long forgotten 


In the very ferctront of this new movement 
in design stands Oliver Messcl 


One has only to recall a few cxamples of 
his more recent achievements outstandingly. 
the whole decorative arrangements at Covent 
Gsarden for the Gala in honour of the French 
President and Madam Aurtol, the settings for 
Ring Round the Moon, the Lady's Not for 
Burning, and several maenificent ballets, the 
hlm The Queen of Spades and many other 
memorable productions to realise the 
cnormous influence having on con- 
temporary taste 

“ Ballet seems to be setting 
audhence-reaction toe decor,” maintains Oliver 
Messel. “ Ballet audiences are so eve-trained 
that the emphasis on visual etlects in every 
branch of entertainment must necessarily be 
accentuated to meet current expectation.” 

So the process has gone full-cirele, and 
ballet, which went hand-in-hand with the 
Masque to launch theatrical art as a secular 
delight (as distinct from the Mystery Play. 
which was a religious institution) is 
again helping to break new ground 
revolutionise stage-craft 


he 1s 


the pace in 


once 
and 


In past centuries, the theatre as a pioneer 
force im cultural matters was the shop- 
window of a severeizn’s pomp. Only Princes 
and Kings could) permit) themselves the 
luxury of mounting these extravagant and 
costly entertainments. with which they 
amed to dazzle the chosen circle which was 
permitted to witness them The splendour 
of these Fetokened the ruler’s 
authority, wo gave visible expression to the 
grandeur of Majesty 


spectacles 


picture above 


sent 


shows 4 
Sadie 
Atlant 


the 


Cratden fy th a) 


th sides ot th 


final 


Mia 
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The brilhance of the settings and the 
ingenuity of the eflects produced by secret 
machines had an element of surprise and 
shock that jerked the spectator into alertness, 
fixed his attention, and transported him to a 
world mid-way between real and = unreal, 
consciousness and unconsciousness, in which 
he felt himself raised to kinship with the gods 
and appearing on the stage. With 
the aid of his own imagination, his attitude 
of naive, uncritical acceptance, he was able 
to overlook faults and take the supernatural 
for granted with a child-lke readiness. The 
players were no Jonger men and women, they 
were beings from another world, and the 
spectator, in their company, made a brict 
blissful excursion into the dream-tilled 
Nirvana of escapism 

Something very similar as happening 
to-day. except that the initial urge which 
calls the superb artistry of modern stage 
production into being ts the sovereign will of 
the people themselves. 

When ballet was stull in its infancy, great 
artists hke Leonardo da Viner. Andrea del 
Sarto and) Brunelleschi were not above 
devising and constructing intricate machinery 
for the great) transformation with 
which they tricked out their pro- 
ductions 

The modern artist follows in their wake 
but as he can now call to his assistance all 
the resources electricity, he can achieve 
miracles to which the great masters of the 
past would never have aspired, merely by the 
manipulation of switches. This may lessen 
his responsibilities as an engineer, but it 
renders even more important his feeling for 
colour, line and perspective 


(Continued on page Wh) 
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WYNDHAM'S 
THEATRE 


(Right) 
RALPH 
RICHARDSON 
as 
David Preston 


PICTURES BY 


HOUSTON-ROGERS 


new mystery play by RoC. Sherrill 
mother splendid exumple of bis skull 
English middle class back- 

und His here. David Preston, leads a 
nal Well-ordered existence as oa City 
srk until the night on which the play 

and he discovers that he has 
lost the previous twenty-four 
that since he left his office on 
before, and that during that time 
wd of his local Socnml Club hom 
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no presenting the 
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oad 


Mis Preston (Marian Spencert. worried about her husband's lapse of memory. b 


as CAs 


Dr Sparhne iC ynl Raymond) whe is trying to probe fer a reason for David) Prest 


mnesia, Phesy discuss a bomb incident in the war 


the ebullient Magor Wat 
son Philip tumton) 
resident of the loca 
Social Club, oof which 
David *restonm is Preas 
urer, cally qust) as 
doctor is leaving 

Mir. Preston dearns 
horrer that the 

funds have been 


from the safe 








Masor Watson wants 
neufy the police 
theft It has 

Te that 

eston Was 
the premises 

t tore. and 
-d bv the 
he has com 


some crime 


s lapse of 

Il) x ae d 

ne to think 
, 


iff sods of 
steward is found 
rdered on the 


Py commen 
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Ihe next morning 
the Inspector of 
Police (Camptell 
Sinwer) cals By now 
Mr. Preston is ina 
terrible eryvous 
state, ound in an 
effort to cover him- 
selt hus said he 
spent the Monday 
night of his lapsed 
memory with friends 
in another part) of 
London 

cover \ - h ¢ 
phones thar they 
have been away 
trom home some 


days 


The dector helieves 
that his patient could 
not, even when suf- 
i fram loss of 
have been 
guilty of theft and 
murder, but David 
ereston begins to 
doubt himself. and 
tries in vain to recall 
some of the things 
t happened to 
m the fatal 

nicht 


























Things begin to look seo 
lack tor her husband 
that Mrs. Preston calls in 
Mr. Petherbridee. a sol 
citor Ckrederick = Piper 


te actin his interest 


Major Watson 
Was gong 
nearly went 


stop me 


Major Watson airs his 
suspiceons of David 
Preston to the doctor 
who neatly turns the 


tubles by demonstrating 

how difficult it would be 

for Major Watson him 

self to furnish a cast-iron 

alibi for the night of the 
murder 


Mr. Petherbridve takes 
hand in subduing the 
troublesome Mayor, Police 
enquiries are still going 
on, and as vet 
mind remains a com 
blank about bh 
twenty-four hours 








Mr Preston’ What are you doing here. Peagy" 
\ scene towards the end of the third act. when Peggy Dobson «Merel borbes). the barmaid 
ofa ditth pub in the City trequented by Mr. Preston (unknown to his wifes calls to see af 
She can help clear up the mystery. It would be unfair to divulge how Dugid) Preston's 
mnecence is established. but all ends happily with a full exphination of the mussing twenty 


four hours, and in the picture below David's loval wife realises with yoy that there is now 
no need to post the letter of resignation to her husband's chief at the Bank 





$s pg: vs N scene from James Bridie’s new comedy. produced by Alastair Sim 
Mr. Gillie e aii 


Who also stars in this unusual play about a Scottish village school 

at the master bo te Ro: Gordon Mebeod as Dro Watson. Alastair Sim oas Mr 
Gallic. Janet Brown as Nelly. the doctors daughter, George Cole as Tom 

Garrick Donnelly Nelly’s husband and a miner's son turned “ spiv.” and Megs 
Jenkins as Mrs. Galhe (Picture by Houston-Rovers) 


@ One of the many bright scenes in the new Crazy Gang : ; 
show at the Victoria Palace, in which Bud Flanagan Knights of Madness 
with Nervo and Roos and Naughton and Gold are the Cra 
ino omany | ous dems t4/oved: Bud Blanagan = sing at the 
Hey. Neighbour with other members of the comps . ° 
SENG ce Victoria Palace 
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BY OUR 
AMERICAN 
CORRESPONDENT 
Ee. 
MAWBY 
GREEN 


choes 


HE waning New York theatrical season, 
and far from memorable one in. the 
playwrights’ contributions to it. received a 
much needed jolt with Guan-Carlo Menottis 
new musical drama, The Consul, presented 
by Chandler Cowles and Efrem Zimbalist, 
Ir. The critics at last were in accord. ther 
notices being ecstatic: a mew star was dis 
covered in the person of Patricia Neway, 
who stopped the show on opening night and 
has been doing it every night and 
audiences knew once again the theatrical 
thrill of walking stunned from the theatre 
with emotions mangled 
It all started when Mr. Menotti read a 
newspaper clipping telling of the death by 
suicide of a Woman refused a visa, and from 
this scrap of information of such terrible 
hopelessness in’ this world of ours, he 
recreated an overwhelming tragedy of a 
brave, tenacious young woman. painfully 
stripped of all she holds dear child. mother 
ind husband defeated by her inability to 
cut through in time the endless bureaucratic 
red tape of a police state 


since, 


Dreads 


The story outhnme os 
melodramatic Mazda Sere] s husband 
John, a member of the Resistance move 
ment, is wounded and spotted by the pole 
inca Skirmish, and has to flee the city with 
his compatriots, head for the border, and 
hope to find a way to or t His waite 
consulate te get the necessary 
visa fo enable her eventually to him 
The endless forms and papers to fill out and 
dathy waiting at the consulate are appalling, 
ind during this period of patience withour 
progress, her baby and duter her mother dtes 
Finally. after an impassioned plea to the 
Consul’s secretary. she breaks through this 
creature's callous disinterestedness in’ the 
phyeht of the people around her, and gets 
her to arrange an interview with the Consul 
only to see the Chief of Police. the man who 
has trated and tormented her. emerge from 
the Consuls office first and she crumoles to 
the floor Several davs later Mauda is back 
again Waiting. when she receives word that 
her husband, desperately worried about he: 
Ss planning to come back to the city, and if 
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The Wisteria ind has Helen Haves 
starring as Lucy Andree Ransdell. the 
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nades and 


cs irehes 


Messel’s Perspechives are 
them grandeur 
iad ny the: 


used carte 


favouring 
reproducing — his 
Passages and esentual exits 
ssaterpatsatys stuatls a little to the 
contre yo permits the introduction 
mere arresting and orminal ctfects He 
KOOWS 
definite 


when to substitute 


relying 


SURES HOn 
ihtinys 
ho pA GUL Ponts Re wishes te emphasise 


statement Lape Saute 
md throw mivstertous shadows over details 
hint at more than actually 

WNule eXperiment os worked 


Not mist on 


thes 


i single sheet 
ut cut-eout-laver superumposed on laser 
horde: on borde: i y oan 
niedel » made i 1 ae GST 
tart 


dimensionad ters 


exact 


Stave picture 


scale 


ta based on Pushkims Queen 

in Whih Pord Harewood ts 

a special moterest, the desizns. which 
I was pris leved to see. are a 


. thie 


taking 
real education 
action proceeds the mind of Herman 
the otheer an the Povineers (through whieh 
we follow the story) becomes more and more 
deranved Ihe faithfully murrers this 
goowine mental contusion. culminating ina 
perspective which opens on to a storm-swept 
sky. the dominant note of which is that rather 
mystical blie-vreen which 
His use of curves 


dec! 


Messel seo. often 
always arresting, 
represents d-by the scarlet table, left 
fromt, as dramatic in 
fhe whole sets an 
canvas 


hayaours 
s hete 
colour as ino design 
almost unembellished 
mto which the drama will melt as 
the characters appear and the 
inte play 


lights come 


James Paver wrote in the preface to one 
ot Messels books. ~ Just as the Theatre 
bexzan with the Mask. so did the Art of Oliver 
Messel Thats stricth true. Oliver Messel 
vot his tirst chance in stave designing which 
was mot at all the kind of work he had 
thought of adopting as a career when C.B 
Cochran happened to see some masks which 
he had made fer his own amusement 
Cochran promptly gave an order for a set of 
masks for his next production. That was in 
1926. Noel Coward saw them. and. instanth 
inspired, wrote the popular song: ” Dance. 
Dance. Dance. Littl Lady” That number 
set the seal to Messel’s work. he was now 
tuirly launched. and success followed success 

I asked the artist whether his service with 
the Engincers during the war had in any way 
advanced his stage technique. “ Yes. ait did.” 
replied Mr. Messel without hesitation. “It 
taught me that one of the secrets of success 
Sto be able to tell other people exactly what 
vou want them to doo This is often a task 
calling for intinite patience. and Army life 
helped me to develop patience. It also helps 
a great deal if vou know how to do the thing 
vourself, that vou are asking other people 
to do. Many seung artists slip up in stage 


designing because thes have a notion that if 
thes put an attractive drawing on paper 
thes bave nothing more to do. There is a 
great deal more teat than that! Personally. 
} vained invaluable experience at the Slade 
school helping to get up the annual * stunts’ 
tor the Chelsea Arts Ball. for which we had 
te make all the details ourselves. using what- 
ever materials came cheaply to hand This 
USE goes to prove that constructive work. 
no matter how trivelous at the time. its 
purpose May appear. is never really wasted.” 





Echoes from Broadway «1: 


fumaly servant, he was 
hospital at the beginning of Act 
} 


Phe critteal 


sent fe 
Three) 
reception to The Wisteria 
mixed and ither kind Miss 
however, was almost unanimously 
lauded. the New Pork Panes calling it “the 


richest performance of her 


t ety? 
Aneieni 


I ree s Was 
Haves 


Carect As one 
who Was never caugh up for a moment Ww 
the play Miss Hayes necessarils 
leave us cold. so we had 
study her technique 


; 


th 
had to 
a wood chance te 
and was amazed to see 
ow simifaroin style she is to another famous 
American Ruth Gordon This 
might be due to the fact that Mr. Logan 
writes the same kind of scenes and dialogue 
that Miss Gordon, who is also a playwright, 
does It comes right) off the top. ts 
evtremely actable for the moment: and 
completely forgotten the nent. 

Mr. Logan directed his own play without 
much subtlety His Negro servants, for 
cAxample, are straight out of musical comedy, 
and if Miss Haves. somewhere in the pro- 
ceedings slouched against a lamp-post and 
sang “My Man.” at would not have been 
out of place 

The second musical entrant of the month, 
Great Teo Be Alive!, produced by Vinton 
Preedley in association with Anderson 
Lawler and Russell Markert. is) designed 
purely to entertain in the good old-fashioned 
way. dt has handsome settings; lavish cos 
tumes; attractive girls; fine choreography; a 
hard working cast headed by Vivienne Segal. 
Stuart Erwin and Valerie Bettis, reminiscent 
songs by Abraham Ellstein, and so-so lyrics 
by Walter Bullock Probably enough to 
get by with, if the book were a bit: more 
inspired One part murder mystery: one 
part sex farce, one part Blithe Spirit. and 
one part Berkeley Square. its shaken to- 
gether all right. but at tastes like one part 
gin, one part wood alcohol, one part créme 
de menthe. and one part blackberry wine 

. * + 


actress, 


The New York Drama Critics have made 
their awards for the 1949-S0 season, the best 
American play being The Member of the 
Wedding by Carson MacCullers: the best 
foreign play. The Cocktail Party by T. S 
Ehot, and the best musical. The Consul, by 
Gian-Carlo Menotts Noo surprises No 


upsets 








Blood & Thunder ., 


SCOTT BUNHE 


fie recently the London theatre could 
always be relied upon to offer almost 
every form. ot) entertainment except the 
classic melodrama. Now the gap has keen 
courageously filled bv those two young actor 
manavers. Pat Nve and John Pe 
have decided to make the old 
Theatre in Camden Town the 
home of Victorran melodrama 
makes this former London music hall a 
unique playhouse) the only theatre in the 
world devoted to the production of melo 
drama. Playgoers who regard these blood 
and thunder pieces with real affection have 
Shown their gratitude to Miss Nve and Mr 
Penrose by packing the Bedford Theatre 
might after night. since the recent revival of 
Last Lynne 

“Ttas no good staging such plays in an 
unsuitable house.” emphasised Miss) Nve 
“We felt that) melodrama matched our 
theatre in Camden Town, so we inaugurated 
our Management with Lady Audlev's Secret 
which we turned into something of a frolic 
by the introduction of songs and 
The reception exceeded our wildest hopes 
ands encouraged ous) te revive Dion 
Boucicault’s old Irish play. The Shaughraiun 
This second success fed to our giving the 
public what they obviously wanted. Lass 
Lynne, and a succession of the richest melo 
dramas that held the breath of Regency and 
Victorian play goers 

~ There was no suggestion of our 
quing works such as 7 dre 


fast Lynne 


rose, Whe 

Bedtord 
permanent 
The Step 


dances 


burles- 
Shauehrator and 
which are good plays mn any case 





ERIC 


Our respect tor these dunmd 
obviously omet  owith the approval oft 
discerning gallery tes who prompts ‘Shushed’ 
the stallites when thes 
rods” considered the 
Above all, these mele: 
acted with a burning sincerits 
become stipulating entertumment 
of a modern audience hes 
larger-than-bte | techniquc ind 


account thes appeal even te those ve 


Masterprcces 


laughed ino what the 


Wrone 


HENESTCES 
who have been entertained almost exctusivels 
by the cinema The rising veneration, whe 
found the underpliving of modern comedes 
usually contined to dreary 
are fast developing a taste for the flambos ant 
presentation of melodramas. often 
as many as seventeen different scenes 

Playing ta Bedtord tUdICNEES TS SOTTC 
of a tonic tor artists weary Of facing lethariric 
atter-dinner playgoers. Our ¢ 
patrons are decidedis alive 
nerve with a 
reacting ta cvery 
enthusiasm Thes 
Mave when we 
fucdley's Secret, but even so thes do not 
express themselves as violently as did thei 
vrandfathers in the same theatre. In 
good old days when an uproas \ 
the gallery a net used to be dropped from 
the roof caging in’ the and thereby 
protecting the actors from such 
heer bottles and paper bays filled with pease 
pudding 

Having 2 


one set. rather 


boasting 


ething 
Town 
tingling in every 
sense OF cApectation ind 
unabashed 
pennies oon thre 
somes on faa 


scone with 
threw 


Sane OUT 


threorse 
broke out in 
‘yous 


1 
THESSHICS ats 


elodrama iwat 





JOHNS 





the actor. He has to play with all his heart 
ind soul and sweep through the evening with 
forrefte worth 
while in the 
Generally speaking. audiences 
are osvmpathetic and moved to respectful 
silence in such pergnant scenes as the death 
of Patthe Wilhte on Fase Livre mut 
may be nihts when they become 
speak out oof turn On 
eceastons — thre must never get 
rattled or be will enstantly lese contral and 
will be wrecked ono the ensuing 
Never must the Smart Alicks in the 
allowed to assume the role of the 
or they will take charee of the show 
evening will end in) disaster The 
surrender to the audience 
wos paid te entertar 
Nothing os ecasy for the leading plavers 
ma Melodrama Phere iwone build Upto thers 
well constructed modern 
play, Which plunges the audience inte a state 
for the hercune to make her 
entrance In most of the old dramas she 
makes an early ApPpearainee with hittle avr ma 
Pres LOUS fantare It os deft te the actress to 
make as vivid an impression as she can in 
the shortest space of time befere vetting on 
with the untolding of the plot 
The producer has a tricky job in keeping 
his cast in hand. never permitting a breath 
of burlesque unless the situation happens to 
be one which the audience would never take 
sermously He must realise that the old 
dramatists were moet as MANN 
modern There oa 
dehecate humour about ther dislorue which 
Must not escane the The shabbs sets 


these were 


vusto af he hopes to make a 
upresston and project his code 


grand manner 


there 
ove 
demonstrative of 


such tector 


THESE meset 


entranes is HA at 


mM longing 


stodgy as 
! 

PAV ROS Haine 

irtists 


n which so many of pieces 


orginally acted would not be tolerated 
to-day Ihe plavs must de attractively 
dressed and staged, and pertormed with a 
certain polish against occasional fragments 
of suitable melody. Our musical director at 
the Bedford, Arthur Colher, has written 
original music for each of our productions 
coloured in each case by the period and the 
situation on the stage 

* Melodrama was orginally welcomed as a 
form of escapism by those Victorian and 
Regency playgoers who preterred to witness 
the tragedy of George Barnwell, rather than 
see the problems of their own time enacted 
upon the stare It is the same to-day 
People come to the Bedford for a glimpse 
of those more leisurely davs when the lord 
of the maner never dreamed of having to 
escort visitors round his castle for half-a 
crown a time. It is rather a joy. on the 
occasions When Tam not playing. to slip into 
the auditorsum and watch the ladies trving 
to conceal the embarrassment of their tears 
by the deft use of a handkerchief. It makes 
me so happy to think that the theatre can 
sull move plavgoers to tears, even in the age 
of the atom bomb.” 





New Shows © oi) 


and political structure or to sacrifice even the 
job he already holds by what might be called 
-tumed social crittccasm and subversive 
agitation He throws away the former 
alternative and flutts the latter, but in’ the 
last Act achieves both by reason of tame 
accruing from his discovery of a plinet new 
to astronomy. By the time his photographs 
are developed the planet bas become a star 
ts inhabitants havinew destrosed its life bys 
misuse of atomic energy 

Ihe perplexed professor as 
three sections, the ordinars 


see him 


presented in 
man as others 
his mind and bis conception of the 
ideal Phe Jast appears in the guise of an 
iltractive young woman whom he calls basa 
ind its Pisa whe tells him the fate of his 
planet. Richard Havter vives the professor 
“a tense carnestness, a abstracted 
Stoop He has a 
nimble mind in Bruce Tavlor and his 
aspiration tades ino Iwrically in the 
appearance of Dorothy Brewster The inter 
play of these three is very well co-ordinated 
and matter for admiration. The professer’s 
wWite flustered. distressed’ and natheticalls 
plaved by Mary Ove The 
production by James Daplyn ois brisk and 
sure of its. effect Unitv have ever been 
distinguished for their soirited attack and 
once more this feature demands particular 


H.GM 


somewhat 
manner and a scholastic 
Very 


poctic 


loval IS 


nr > 
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“Spring Fever ~ 


bla best thing about this new Onford 

musical revue. was the book by Anthony 

( haimers The performance was high 

nd nobody had a Vervice 

Blizabeth Rogers sung [Wo 

manner well adapted to this 

here Was a very pleasant 

ind mo dreary waiting 

Mmunagement earned full 

Ineaperience and 

the part of performers 

bright invention of the 

full of ideas, witty. 

Most enjoyable comeds 

Pcame from Arnold Reuben and Sally 

Music by Leopold Antelme supplied 
pppling support Hoda M 


Laruaty 


Which Was 


ind Lope it 


"ana ntin 


"No Flies on Pegasus * (WATERGATE; 
HE tithe Berestord Egan has given to his 


ittenoan tieht 


drama wi 


comedy idiom is 
the pl 

‘ about an artist of Gauuguimesque 
iter and orminality who lives in Corn 


soa Warning to yee! 


Nn a cottage titled with pseudo-artists 


hangers-on who all give him a bad name 
cannot muster moral energy to go 
Whether detained by the spell of the 
or by the weght of their own inertia 
brittle dialogue, spoken by the company 

had met for a party and were 

ight to fill up the time of was 
as broken crockery Since the 
himself produced, it was strange that 
such qualities as ato had were net mere res 
quickness of your tongue ts 
one of the characters remarks 
uptness not possibly forescen NS 


the 
tie 


pected [he 
tf} my eve.” 


with 





fer the painter of genius, ious not dithcult to 
fibre to the flimsy 
Natertal surrounding him, but John Longden 
making him acceptable 
human Other 


ing had nothing to commend i 


appear to Pe of superna 


suceceded in 


Remuine Deri Wise thie 


The stage as stil very attractive. bait THON 
n 


t curtain Har M 


Nas a fro 


BRISTOL OLD VIC 
* Captain Carvallo ~ 
ENIS Cannan is indeed a happy 
His new plav caused much merriment vt 
the Theatre Roval. Bristol, when it was given 


ts first performance on f4th March. Captains 
Cur\ | 





evilte 


a bedreem tarce on conventional 
lines; the bedroom is out of sight twhich 
dramatically and censornills coven 

though rarely out of mind ¢which 

of a well sustained theme) 

when if should not. dynamite that wall 
explode when it should. a cupboard for two 
to hide in. and a busband finding his waite in 
mother man’s arms — all thas been 
before und is here seen again, but these dry 
hones of farce are so invesied with 

cal garment” of epgram and wit that 

tuke on a new Ife and semtillating vitality 
With a quip and a laugh the author takes 
pot-shots at the deeper experiences of human 
and = War Religion ind 
l Ove and Chastity ind fis 

and his tarvet so lurve 


lich US 


as seen 


>t) Dow . 
Sees Peace 
Seienee, 
sure thrat 


Acpt 


OCC USTONS ut 


perhaps have 
locker fay t 

We are not expected to believe 
houschold in Oeeupied 
f and mortal 


seme of the 
other 
m this tarn 
Ruritania where 
friends 


enemies mtermingle on 
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Flora Robson BRISTOL OLD VIC 


the most amicable terms Nor re Wwe doing 


joins the justice to so able a playwright if we probe 


! ent i 
tor a didactic Purpose We must be. and 


Theatre Book Clob we are, well content to enjoy the fun while tt 


lasts and to share with him a piquant 


rel 
for racy dialogue and the apt phrase When 
in the third act this barrage of wittieism 


Lives place nm more serious mood to 


by 


} 
SbENt 


realism of enemy gunfire. the plas 
its back on the new idiom and the corpse 
hurried from the stage with scant ceremony 

The *rofessor Winke of Dasid King W ood 
iS oa Pirce Of rare virtuosity, and. tollow 
ing his finely romantic Orlando. displays a 
range and competence which is of immeas 
urable value te any repertory company. This 
partisan Professor of Padpoles dry and 
agnostic, i that stock character of farce who 
i caught up in outrageous circumstances 
m this case domestic belligerent and 
sartorial 

Emrys Jones as Carvallo is a gay ¢ 
(though with a soul toe save and a tas 
poetry) and able to conquer fee of 
with equal case 

As Gross oa batman with neo inhibitiens 
Jobn Moffatt gives another of his well drawn 
character studies 

The skilful direction of Allan) Davis 
ensures smoothness and zest to this interest 
ing production of a play which as sharing 
the season's honours with works of the 


immortals WHS 

* Shadow and Substance” 

AT THE QUESTORS, EALING 
A MONG an increasing number of actors HE revival of Paul Vincent: Carroll's 
f 





ind soactresses who) are becoming play. which won the Casement: Award 
“mbes of the Pheatre Book Club is Flora of dnsh Academy of Letters and the New 
Robson, one oof our. greatest. dramatic York Critics’ bForenggn Award. provided. in 
actresses. who has for many months now Eric Vace’s skilful production, a stimulating 
heen delighting London audiences with her  ¢%Pertence An impressive and beautiful 
superb performance ino Black Chiffon performance was given by Joyce Hornett as 
Brigid. the voung domestic who believes 
herself to be under the direct influence of St 
Brigit The bright and solemn reverence 
expressed in Miss Hornett’s eves and voice 
and entire bearing was exactly what the part 
required 

Phe play exists on three planes. the comic 
the natural and the spiritual The comic 
scenes were always successful. Bill Beesles 
being outstanding fer his artistic portrayal 
of the entirely mdiculous Frances Roy 
Ambrose and Gregory Coker were com- 


ei A MAKE-UP PROBLEM NOW SOLVED 


KEEPS LIP-STICK IN PLACE 
L P_COTE NO MORE SMEARS ON GLASSES 
CUPS, CLOTHING, LINEN, ETC 


FROM BOOTS, LEADING CHEMISTS & STORES OR DIRECT FROM 
B.GP. (COSMETICS) LTD, 37 CHESHAM PLACE, LONDON S.W.1 


Miss Robson writes that the books chosen 
for the Theatre Book Club will pahe 
teresting additions te ones lrbraryv. and not 
the actor but for all theatre lovers 

te COuNMTTY She goes on to sas 
iready has two of the books in 

and bas tread the others. but would 

win the Club se that she can make 


of these she bas already 
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pletely convincing as bather Corr and Father 


Batson as the forward-looking and impetuous 
oun schoolmaster OOP fingsles 


i ’ he > i 
Kirwan on the natural plane. Seo was Fric tas over three heurs in the afternoon of 


One character Ss evpected ty appeal 
properly in place on all three planes. the 
Very Rev. Phomas Canon Skerritt. the voice 


t 
ii 


R.A.D.A. ANNUAL PERFORMANCE 


Sth March some four seore students 


provided excellent entertamment a 1S 
Miaaiesty s and made the future of the Bau 


catre seem rather brigh 


Huvh Millers production of Scene P tion 


t Godin Ardimahone. a demand which ! ; 
‘ 4 ong de ind viel Jo mn The Dark Hours hy Don \I nqQuis, Nevlected 


Howard seemed not alwavs fully: to meet 
Bare contradictions in this character are so 
Mitking that an acter needs something that 


the author has not provided to induce an 
tudience to aceept them as belonging to the 
same man. He os religious vet ever resorting 


to sarcasm. ritualistic vet evmcal to the Vere 
of blasphemy. fastidhous vet unable to pass 
in hour without the use of a vulvar 
collogiuiahsm Perhaps over-conscious of al 
this, John Howard gave a thoughtful 
fleliberate performance which brought these 


' 
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since about 1926. contained so much t 


1 nia 
idmuire that one longed te see the plas 


res ved The crowd WetkK WAN Prabtictiiat 
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well managed. . Phe were’s of Jesus wer 
spoken off with solemn beauty by Jain 
Gireut. whe was awarded Lord Lurgan 
Prize for Dretion Phe nental agony 


Judas was dramatically revealed by Pete: 
iweett, awarded Phe Bancroft Gofde Medal 


Was toe outstanding pee 








the afternoon 


The last ficker of the [9th century seemed 
WS oaltfractive as nt was artical on Mia 


Philip's production of a scene trot Lise 
liars by Henrys Arthur Jones. whieh ow 
notable for its fine period stvie 

A scene from John Drinkwaters 4 
i ele was mtrodticed by ao passage ob tin 
verse very well spoken \ Judge's Med: 


was aWarded to Alvin Elurwatz) for tis 
performance as Lincoln. a vers diflieult pa 
for a young actor, and the Bronze Meda 
went to Ped Baden for bis sensitive charact 
study of Mr Doulas, the negro preach 





fife in an Amenean Gurls’ School. as 


shown bv \N. Richard Nash in Jue Your, 








wed Pauw. was astounding ino its revelation 
of a Headmistress’s readiness to sacri 

principle tor expediency and then rh uy 
the betray il with an emotional ipa bust 
} performance as the Headmustress. bve 





her ¢ 
Pearce was awarded the Gertrude Lawren 
Prize for Character actny and the Academ 
S Iver “NI sdal went to } rahees Hiv i amd tor be 


seman art 





Vorelics 
The 1 ¢ 
acting in brench was given te Robert Welle 
} 
! 


r rr? f 
pareve enya 





} "y ' 
WhO wave an sdmrably s i) 


rardem plasiet by Murisauy HoGoM 


} 





w Vanbrugh Prize tor the best 





Amateur Stage 


| pee power the first successful event 
of as kind at Harrogate last year, the 
British Drama League is holding its second 
amateur theatre week at Bournemouth from 
26th May to 3rd June next The annual 
conference will be pant of the week's 
acuvities, which centre on the Palace Court 
Theatre by invitation of the Bournemouth 
Little Theatre Club 

The whole weck ts devoted to a very 
varied and interesting programme. which 
includes productions of six plays by various 
visiting companies. lectures and informal 
discussions on stage subjects. coach tours 
including a visit to Lonzleat. where a first 
folio of Shakespeare will be on view 

This idea of a week of muxed = theatre 
actuvity and ounterest for amateurs in a 
heliday period of the vear is an attractive 
and instructive development of BDL. policy 
and it is certain to be well attended bor 
this reason, readers of this column desiring 
to attend should make immediate application 
to the League at 9 Fitzroy Square. Wl 

Running for ten nights each. the summer 
season at the Mountview Theatre Club, tad 
Crouch Hill) NOS. has an attractive bist of 
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“BOOK SERVICE” 


10 SICILIAN AVENUE. SOUTHAMPTON ROW 
LONDON, WC2. Teopnmeone CHAncery $669. 
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Opening dates: 10th May. Aros and 
the Man tShaw), 31st May. The bagle Has 
Two Heads (Cocteau’; 2ist) June, An 
Inspector Cally (Priestley) Fath July 
Viceroy Sarah (Ginstury). 

The London and South East Region of 
the National Operatic and Dramatic Asseoci- 
ation hold their annual week-end conference 
at Hastings on 8 7th May, with headquarters 
at the Adelphi Hotel. Warnor Square. St 
Leonards. The annual general meeting 1s 
timed tor 2.30 on the Saturday afternoon 
A dinner and dance takes place at the 
Qucen’s Hotel on the Friday night 

To the growing list of amateur little 
theatres in the provinces must be added the 
Hall Green Little Theatre. Birmingham. now 
in the building stage under the picks and 
Shovels of its. members. The licence granted 
inchuded the condition that no outside 
labour ss te be paid for And the group 
had another sort of imecentive in that neo 
development charges are pavable. So on a 
Vacant site a theatre 27 ft. 6 mn. bigh, 97 ft 
long and 80 ft. wide, to seat 200. will be 
erected. The first two sections, auditertum 
and one wing, will involve £1.5000 for 
materials, and should be ready bv spring of 
19581. when it is planned to give productions 
on a temporary Stare Secretary is) Keith 
A. Pickering, 93 Reservoir Road. Selly Oak 
Birmingham 29, who will welcome additional 
labour 

Three new plavs were among the fifteen 
given at the Wimbledon Drama Festival in 
mid-April at the Town Hall. organised by 
Wimbledon Community Association. John 
Bourne was the adjudicator. 

Play competitions in sprint with next year’s 
Festival of Britain) are sprouting With 
closing date of Jist July next. The Amateiw 
Stage is sponsoring a competition of full 
lenuth plays. First: prize £10 and publi- 
cation 

New Park Repertory Theatre Club. S.W.2, 
acquired a cellar in) 1949) which thev con 
verted into a litdle theatre, with a small stage. 
dressing room, which is also the prompt 
corner and houses the switchboard. a minute 
auditorium seating from 26-30) people. and 
aosmal! lounge. The stage was constructed 
chietly out of champagne crates. The switch 
board and lebting of the entire theatre was 
the work of an engineer member of the 
Group. Sets for the plays are executed by 
a school boy of 14. The proscenium curtain 
and 4 tapestry hanging in the auditorium are 
the work of Harald Melvill. whose sets for 
The Kingmauker at the St. James's Theatre 
recenved much praise. The Group ams to 
be entirely self-supporting, all the costumes 
tor the pertod plays being cut and made by 
members. The theatre opened ino October 
1949 with a play about the last four years 
of Queen Elizabeth's life. called From a Fair 
lads. written by the Assistant Keener of 
the London Museum, Mr. Martin Holmes 
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**DEANE”’ THREE ACTS 


FLOWERS FOR THE LIVING 1, | 
FAMILY COACH 2, (;: 
FIND THE GIRL ty Stuart Reasy 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 2) Raph Bake: 
THE COUNTY CALLS ty H: Stewart 
GOLDEN HARVEST by Crrstan M 
HALLOWE’EN PARTY 2, Gordor G 
OFF THE CAMDEN ROAD »y Parne 
Plays sent Gn approval 
H. F. W. DEANE & SONS LTD 


31 MUSEUM STREET LONDON, WCi 
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Established 1830 
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PRIVATE SINGING LESSONS 


For Prospectus apply Secretary 
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THE LISBON STORY 


5 hed 


Now 


iST INCLUDES 
TOM JONES WALTZES FROM 
VIENNA MERRIE ENGLAND 
WILD VIOLETS THE THREE 
MUSKETEERS - sHow BOAT 
For melodious n _— shee oad 


9ETAILS FROM- 


CHAPPELL & CO LTD 
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